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spredd-use of them is still yéars "
| manned afrcraft industry will*

away. GDOT is fundlng the:
$75,000 study with a combina-
tion of federal research: funds
and state funds.

“We can already sée so many-
applications that would make
things so much better for all of
us,” said Georgia Tech assistant-

professo‘rja’v‘*’ier Irizarry, a ]e'ad i

_ résearcher in the study.
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Georgene Geary, aGDOT re-
search engineer, said she hopes
drones might also be'able to.
help with clearing accidents
fdster to reduce backups.
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how they could be used in oth-
er GDOT areas ranging from
constructron to airports.
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things so much better for all of
us,” said Georgia Tech assistant
professor Javier Irizarry, a lead
researcher in the study.
Atlanta traffic congestlon is

" the seventh-worst in the natlon,
according fo'the Texas A&M
Transportatlon Institute’s Ur-
.ban Mobility réport.

© Irizarry thinks diofies can

improve the accuracy and time-

liness of GDOT’s online Nav;-
gator map of highway conges-
tion. Existing stationary camer-
.as have a limited field of vision,
he-said, and sometimes “traf-
fic managers can see backup,
but they cannot see what the
cause is.”

- On the Navigator map or on -

dynamic highway signs, “that
data could be more precise. ...
It could be more real-time.”

Georgene Geary, a GDOT re-
search engineer, said she hopes
drones might also be able to
help with clearing accidents
faster to reduce backups.

The study will also explore
how they could be used in oth-
er GDOT areas ranging from .
construction to airports.
.. Geary hopes drones mlght

- help with bridge inspections.

. Workers today get into “snoop- -

er trucks” that hang over the
side of the bridge to inspect the
underside of tall bridges. But
an urimanned aircraft might be
able to do the job more quick-
ly, safely and at lower expense,
she said. ‘ :
“Irizarry and his partner in’

- the study, Eric Johnson, an as-
sociate profe'ssor of avionics
integration at Georgia Tech’s
Schocl{of Aerospace Engineer-

tion, whm:h in my view is really
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space 1n £uls.
“it’s coming — it’s not a ques-.
tioniof if, it’s a question of
when,” said Steve Justice, di-
rector of Georgia’s Center of In-

‘novation for Aerospace.’

The FAA says unmanned air--
craft systems can come-in “a va-
riety of shapes and sizes, and -
serve diverse purposes.” Fhe -

-aircraft can be “smialler than -

atadio-controlled model air-

plane” or have a wingspan'the . |
-much-easier’ to Spy o peo-
| ple with:unmanried aj
" cause theyicould be -qu1eter
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size of a Boeing 737, the agen
cy said. -
Justice thinks mary of the -

‘drones will probably fly at low
-altitudes — perhaps 300 to 400

feet — to inspect things such as
crops, roadways and construc-

tion projects, and will be rela- !

tively small.

“Most people would not even
notice that they’re there,” ]u5~
tice said.

The FAA plans to propose
procedures, policies and stan-

‘dards for users of small un-
| 'manned aircraft — definedas
‘under 55 pounds - later this™ -

year.
mMeanwhile, Geotgia is com-
petmg to be selected as one of
six test sites for unmanned air- -
craft systems. An FAA decision
is expected by the end of the -

1 year. A test site could be used to

test potential capablhtles ofthe -
drones for GDOT,

With the growing controver-
sy over weaponized mijitary

‘drones, Johnson said he wor-

ries that uses of unmanned air-
craft for safety and other civil-
iari purposes “may be slowed
down or viewed in'a negative
light becquse of that connec-.

searcners counter that privacy

-issues exist whether aircraft are |

manned or unmanned. They al-
so say the publicis already be-
ing monitored by cameras post-
ed all over — including along.

‘metro Atlanta highways.

“It’s a problem to connect

,lmportant discussions about .

privacy to whetherit’s an air-

craft with; a person in 1t or not ”

Amie Stepanovich; direc-

| tor of the Washington-based
‘Electronic Prwacy Informa-

tion Center’s domestic surveil-
lance project, is.concerned that

 traffic surveillance techinology

could be used to track people.
" “We need to prohibit the
broad and untargeted surveil--
lance of individuals,” she said,

At the mornetit, how pnvacyk |

concetns will be addressed in
the case of drones has- not been |
determined.

As GDOT’s study proceeds,
Geary said if the use of drones
is feasible, “we may go through'
another phase:and’ actually test’
it out, do a pilot.” She envisions
GDOT. workmg with a consul-
tant to use the aircraft, rather
than' the department managmg
its own fleet:

The reaction of GBOT em-

ployees 1o the possibility of us-

ing drones.in their jobs has.var-:
ied, Geary said. But by studying -
the issue before the widespread
use of the-aircraft comes, “that
glves people tlme to thlnk
about it.” - :
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