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February 7, 2022 
 
Selection Committee 
CTL/BP Junior Faculty Teaching Excellence Award 
Center for Teaching and Learning 
Georgia Institute of Technology 

Dear Members of the Selection Committee: 

In our roles as Chair of the School of History and Sociology (HSOC) as well as chair of the 
HSOC Award Committee, we nominate Assistant Professor Allen Hyde for the CTL/BP Junior 
Faculty Teaching Excellence Award. Hyde joined the School in August 2016 as assistant 
professor of sociology, immediately after completing his Ph.D. Since that time, Hyde has 
anchored the School’s teaching in quantitative sociology, focusing on immigration, inequality, 
and cities. 

We enthusiastically support Hyde for this award in light of his innovation engagement with the 
Atlanta metropolitan area in his teaching. Since the summer of 2018, Hyde has developed 
innovative service-learning activities for his courses in conjunction with Serve-Learn-Sustain. 
These activities connect his students with the residents of Atlanta and surrounding communities. 
In summer 2018, Hyde added a service-learning component to HTS 3012, Urban Sociology. 
Hyde connected his students with the Grove Park Foundation, a community-based nonprofit 
focused on revitalizing the Grove Park neighborhood in northwest Atlanta. This neighborhood 
faces significant gentrification, in part due to the planned Westside Trail segment of the Atlanta 
Beltline. Rather than relying only on experts, Hyde assigned his students to do oral history 
interviews with Grove Park residents. These interviews directly supported a project of the Grove 
Park Foundation to document the history of the neighborhood. Before the interviews, Hyde 
taught his students interviewing techniques, helped them get IRB training, and arranged tours of 
the neighborhood and meetings with local officials. The completed interviews were deposited, 
with permission of the interviewees, in the American Folklife Center at the Library of Congress. 
The interviewees were on long-term residents of Grove Park, who expressed both hopes and 
fears at the coming gentrification: hope for improved amenities and a better sense of community, 
along with fears of displacement. 

Hyde piloted a second service-learning project for his course HTS 2016, Social Issues and Public 
Policy, in Fall 2020. This project focused on the Atlanta-area suburb of Clarkston, a city in 
Dekalb County known for its ethnic diversity and large refugee population. Due to the pandemic, 
Hyde moved the project online, but was still able to have his students interview Clarkston 
residents about a proposed community center. Following the model he developed for Grove 
Park, Hyde’s students interviewed (virtually) a set of Clarkston residents, in this case youths who 
were all immigrants to the United States. Hyde used this experience to help teach his students 
about the sociological concept of “voice,” by engaging in concrete action to give voice to 
stakeholders (youth) who were rarely asked for their views.  
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A third project took Hyde’s classroom methods directly into the community by instructing 
Clarkston residents in the methods of Youth Participatory Action Research. After several weeks 
of training, these young residents began collecting data on barriers to and pathways for 
participating in after-school activities. The students developed a set of recommendations for 
improving access to these activities, and presented the results at a public meeting attended by a 
member of the Clarkston City Council and a transportation planner.  

Georgia Tech students greatly appreciated the chance to engage with real-work social problems 
in Hyde’s courses. Regarding Grove Park, one student reported, “I loved how we were applying 
our skills in a real life setting.” Another student commented, with regard to Clarkston, “this was 
an amazing addition to the course and opened my eyes to the diverse culture and welcoming 
nature of the Clarkston community.”  

In addition to his service-learning teaching, Hyde has also developed other pedagogical 
innovations to help engage students in active learning. Most interesting is the game of 
Stratification Monopoly that he uses in HTS 3008, Class, Power, and Inequality. In this variation 
of the classic board game, Hyde varies the starting positions of the players to reflect the real-life 
wealth and income inequalities in two countries, the United States and Finland. Students play 
this unequal game and then write an essay about the experience.  

From the attached student letters and included comments, it is clear that Hyde is a caring, 
engaging teacher who has earned respect from his students. One student described Hyde as an 
“amazing and thoughtful professor.” Another noted “his evident passion and brimming 
intelligence.” Multiple students described Hyde as caring, compassionate, and kind, which was 
especially appreciated in the midst of the pandemic. 

We therefore reiterate our unreserved support for Assistant Professor Allen Hyde, who would be 
an ideal recipient of a CTL/BP Junior Faculty Teaching Excellence Award.  

Sincerely, 
 
Eric Schatzberg 
Professor and Award Committee Chair 
 
Hanchao Lu 
School Chair and Professor 
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ALLEN HYDE       TEACHING STATEMENT 

Teaching is an important part of my academic work as a scholar. I have taught six total courses in my 
time at Georgia Tech, including a graduate course in Quantitative Research Methods and Class, Power 
and Inequality, as well as undergraduate courses on Urban Sociology; Class, Power, and Inequality; 
Equity and Community Engagement; and Social Issues and Public Policy. Three of those courses—the 
graduate courses on quantitative research methods and class power and inequality, as well as the HTS 
seminar Equity and Community Engagement—were new courses that I developed and are discussed in 
detail below. The other courses have been redesigned during my time at Georgia Tech with special 
attention to adding readings related to Atlanta in urban sociology and contemporary social issues and 
policies. I have also supervised several research projects with undergraduate students on topics like 
refugees in Clarkston, GA, the income returns on education for immigrants by race in the Atlanta 
metropolitan area, and housing outcomes for immigrants by race in Atlanta.  

One of my primary goals as a teacher is to encourage students to develop a sociological imagination, or a 
perspective that not only considers how our lives are shaped by individual choices and actions but also 
larger social forces and processes, such as culture, politics, technology, and globalization. My teaching 
style includes traditional lectures, but I also use a variety of media, discussions, and activities to 
encourage active learning as well as to assist students achieve higher level learning skills as articulated in 
Bloom’s taxonomy. Beyond my graduate student teacher training at the Center for Excellence in 
Teaching and Learning at the University of Connecticut, I was a Class of 1969 Teaching Fellow during 
the 2016-2017 academic year. I am currently a Serve-Learn-Sustain teaching affiliate. Due to these 
experiences, my teaching methods and assessment strategies have evolved significantly in my years at 
Georgia Tech. I was also awarded the 2020 Dean George C. Griffin Faculty of the Year Award from the 
Georgia Tech Student Government Association and included in the Fall 2020 Student Recognition of 
Excellence in Teaching: Class of 1934 CIOS Honor Roll, which highlight my dedication to teaching 
excellence.  

One of the most innovative aspects of my teaching is my use of service learning. In the summer of 2018, I 
developed a new service-learning component for my Urban Sociology course. Urban Sociology was also 
taught in Fall of 2018 and Summer 2019 with similar types of service-learning opportunities. This course 
is part of the urban sustainability track for Serve-Learn-Sustain and the IGNITE incoming student 
program to explore issues of sustainability and the Atlanta Beltline. As part of these programs, this course 
was also linked with several other summer courses. Partnering with the Grove Park Foundation enabled 
my students to tour the Atlanta Beltline near Old Fourth Ward Park, as well as the expanded Westside 
Trail in Grove Park, a lower-income and gentrifying neighborhood. My students participated in IRB 
social research ethics training, learned basic interview skills, and interviewed residents of Grove Park 
about how they view the changes occurring in their community.  

The experience of doing fieldwork in Atlanta proved to be quite educational for my students and me. 
Discussions about gentrification and urban renewal are often highly polarized and dominated by 
“experts.” We found that the local residents that we interviewed had quite nuanced views about the 
changes in their neighborhoods. While they are all concerned about displacement (particularly of the 
elderly and economically disadvantaged), they are excited to receive the new services and businesses that 
are supposed to come to the neighborhood. They believe that these changes have the potential to reduce 
property and violent crime. Overall, this project not only helped Grove Park Foundation better assess the 
view of residents regarding changes in their community, but also allowed me to help students develop 
interview and research skills and to think about ethical issues in social research as well as within changing 
communities. Further, this experience has encouraged me to consider future research on neighborhood 
housing gentrification. Overall, my research inspires my teaching; however, I find that increasingly the 
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ALLEN HYDE       TEACHING STATEMENT 

courses I teach also inspire future research. More information about this work can be found in the 
following Atlanta Studies blog post.  

 

For my course HTS 2016, Social Issues and Public Policy in Fall 2020, I further explored the use of 
service-learning projects with GA Tech students through Serve Learn Sustain (SLS). SLS contacted me to 
work with Brian Bollinger and Friends of Refugees to reach out to residents in Clarkston to hear about 
what they would like in the Jolly Avenue Community Center that was being developed and designed. 
Having been a volunteer youth soccer coach with UPPER90 in Clarkston since 2017, I thought it would 
be a good opportunity to hear from youth on the team about what they would like from a new community 
center, both in terms of programming and design. Students in my classes did virtual interviews with 
around 10 youth from Clarkston via UPPER90’s virtual school assistance program, and GA Tech students 
gained valuable insights into the unique characteristics of Clarkston, which is a refugee resettlement 
community known as the “most diverse square mile in America. My students also learned how to apply 
social science skills to give voice to people who are often left out of urban planning efforts: youth, 
especially immigrant youth. More information about this project can be found in this blog post.  

I believe teaching and education beyond the college classroom can be as or even more important than 
classroom instruction. Building on my work with youth and service learning, I have also pushed my 
scholarship to include youth participatory action research (YPAR) and youth advocacy on several 
projects. In the summer of 2021, I partnered with Serve Learn Sustain and UPPER90 to conduct an 
inaugural Youth Participatory Action Research Institute with 6 youth aged 15 to 18 from Clarkston. In 
this program, we developed a curriculum to train youth to conduct research in their community with a 
special focus on mobility issues for youth in Clarkston. They learned how to do participant observation, 
photovoice, and interviews and collected data in Clarkston on mobility for youth. They then presented 
their analysis and recommendations on how to improve mobility for youth in Clarkston to local leaders to 
advocate for change.  

I am also principal investigator on a related project for a $50k planning grant and $1,000,000 full award 
for the National Science Foundation Civic Innovation Challenge to develop a middle and high school 
curriculum for youth advocacy for disaster resilience in Savannah, Georgia. Youth will learn about 
disaster resilience and preparedness, virtual mapmaking, and the importance of civic engagement. They 
will develop recommendations to improve resilience in their communities and present these 
recommendations to local leaders to advocate for change. The link to education and then action is so often 
taken for granted, and these research projects that engage both have been really influential in my teaching 
and thinking. 

Another noteworthy aspect of my teaching is the use of activities and other novel forms of assessment 
instead of simply offering traditional multiple-choice exams. For example, in the HTS 3008, Class, 
Power, and Inequality, I have students play the game Stratification Monopoly. There are several major 
challenges in teaching inequality, such as getting students to empathize with other groups, to understand 
how differences in income and wealth in affect social mobility, and to assess inequality across different 
countries. Stratification Monopoly addresses these issues by taking a game that many students know and 
like, Monopoly, and changing the distribution rules so that income (pass go and start getting money) and 
wealth (property ownership) matches the real income and wealth distributions of the United States and 
Finland for the year 2013. Each game includes five students, each randomly selected to represent one of 
the five income and wealth quintile shares in each country. After the game, students then write a 
reflection essay about the experiences of the game. Overall, students benefit from learning about the 
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ALLEN HYDE       TEACHING STATEMENT 

nuances of income vs. wealth, absolute vs. relative mobility, and the assessment of inequality in different 
countries. In my teaching evaluations, students suggest that they really enjoyed being able to get to know 
their classmates in a less intense setting (as opposed to traditional group projects with higher stakes). 
Overall, these alternative assessment strategies help students learn beyond traditional memorization and 
basic analyses. 

A final important contribution of my teaching is the new graduate course that I developed in Quantitative 
Research Methods. In this course, students learn how to use statistics to answer research questions in the 
social sciences through lectures, lab assignments, and a research paper that uses real data so that it can be 
turned into a manuscript. For example, one of my students used her class paper as a chapter in her 
dissertation, which she defended in October of 2018. I also teach students basic statistical literacy for 
reading quantitative research papers and to critically evaluate the methods, data, and analyses employed. 
Unlike many other statistics courses, I teach the basics of the theory behind the methods; however, I also 
emphasize practical applications of each method so that students develop research skills and experiences 
that can help them in their academic careers.   
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ALLEN HYDE 
EVIDENCE OF TEACHING EFFECTIVENESS  

 
 
Teaching Honors and Awards 
Student Recognition of Excellence in Teaching: Class of 1934 CIOS Honor Roll, Fall 2020 
 
Dean George C. Griffin Faculty of the Year Award from the Georgia Tech Student Government 
Association, 2020 
 

 

 Serve-Learn-Sustain Level 1 Affiliate, Georgia Tech, Spring 2018 
   
  Class of 1969 Teaching Fellow, Georgia Tech, Fall 2017-Spring 2018 
   
2014-2015 Outstanding Graduate Student Teaching Award, Department of Sociology, University of 
Connecticut, Spring 2015 

 
 

Courses Taught 
Fall 2016 HTS 8803 Quantitative Methods in Social Research 4 students 
Spring 2017 HTS 3012 Urban Sociology     19 students 
Fall 2017 HTS 3008 Class Power and Inequality   34 students 
Spring 2018 HTS 2016 Social Issues and Public Policy   40 students 
Summer 2018 HTS 3012 Urban Sociology    28 students 
Fall 2018 HTS 3012 Urban Sociology    36 students 
Fall 2018 HTS 3008 Class Power and Inequality   40 students 
Summer 2019 HTS 3012 Urban Sociology 21 students 
Fall 2019 HTS 3008 Class Power and Inequality   34 students 
Fall 2019 HTS 8803 Quantitative Methods in Social Research 6 students 
Summer 2020 HTS 3012 Urban Sociology    32 students 
Fall 2020 HTS 2016 Social Issues and Public Policy   40 students 
Fall 2020 HTS 3008 Class Power and Inequality   39 students 
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Spring 2021 HTS 8803 Quantitative Methods in Social Research  4 students 
Spring 2021 HTS 2699 Undergraduate Research   1 student 
Spring 2021 HTS 4699 Undergraduate Research   1 student 
Fall 2021 HTS 4814 Equity and Community Engagement  4 students 
Spring 2022 HTS 3008 Class Power and Inequality   37 students 
Spring 2022 HTS 8803 Class Power and Inequality   4 students 
 
 
CIOS Scores 
 

 
 
 
INDIVIDUAL STUDENT GUIDANCE  
Ph.D. Students  

Declan Abernathy, Summer 2020 to January 2021, Comp Exam Prep and Completion as 
Committee Member 
 
Garrett Bunyak, Fall 2019-Summer 2020, TAP program based on Class Power and Inequality 
 
Kera Allen, Summer 2018, RA for research on refugees in Clarkston, GA 
 

 Rebecca Watts Hull, Fall 2016 to Spring 2019, Dissertation Reader 
 
Undergraduate Students  

Yihua Xu and Saatvik Suryajit Korisepati; Spring to Fall 2021; Undergraduate Research Paper 
preparing for submission to a journal 
 

Course Surveys (CIOS)
Allen Hyde

Item 10 (or 22 depending on the year): Considering everything, the instructor was an effective teacher

TERM YEAR CLASS 
SIZE

5:      
strongly 

agree
4 3 2

1:      
strongly 
disagree

N/A NO. OF 
RESP.

INTER-
POLATED 
MEDIAN

GT 
median

CoA 
median

Fall 2016 HTS 8803 5* 4.75* 4.83*
HTS 8803 A 3 2 1 0 0 0 0 3 4.80
HTS 8803 B 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 2 4.50

Spring 2017 HTS 3012 A 19 14 1 1 0 0 0 16 4.90 4.61 4.79
Fall 2017 HTS 3008 A 34 18 4 0 0 0 0 22 4.90 4.63 4.79

Spring 2018 HTS 2016 A 35 20 7 1 0 0 0 28 4.80 4.60 4.83
Summer 2018 HTS 3012 28* n/a* n/a*

HTS 3012 A 12 8 1 0 0 0 0 9 4.90
HTS 3012 SF 16 12 4 0 0 0 0 16 4.80

Summer 2020 HTS 3012 33*
HTS 3012 SF 14 10 1 1 0 0 0 12 4.90
HTS 3012 A 19 13 1 1 0 0 0 15 4.92

Notes:
Class Size Ranges: ( < 16), (16 - 35), (36 - 99), (> 99)
* Asterisk indicates normative data that uses the overall class size of all course sections

COURSE

NORMATIVE DATA                
(per class size -- 

see notes)
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Ariella Ventura, Spring and Fall 2019, worked on a research project related to race/ethnicity, 
immigration, and homeownership in Atlanta, presented this research at Atlanta Studies 
Symposium together and currently working on converting it into a research paper 
 
Celine Apollon, Spring 2018, Research Assistant, HTS 4698, worked on a project related to 
immigration in Clarkston, GA 

 
Service on thesis or dissertation committees. 

Garrett Bunyak, Fall 2021, Dissertation Defense. “Invasions: ‘Othering’ and the Social Control of 
Migrants, Cats, and Kudzu in Atlanta, GA.” 
 
Rebecca Watts Hull, Fall 2018, Dissertation Defense. “Winning Real Food on Campus: The Role 
of Opportunity Structures, Strategic Capacity, and Identity in the Outcomes of Student 
Campaigns.” 
 
Rebecca Watts Hull, Fall 2016, Dissertation Proposal Defense, “Real Food Now! Explaining 
progress and setbacks in campus ‘real food’ commitment and campaigns in the U.S.” 
 
 

STUDENT COMMENTS ON SERVICE LEARNING AND OTHER INNOVATIVE PRACTICES  

Service Learning and Community Engaged Research in GA Tech classes 

SLS: Grove Park Oral History Project for HTS 3012 

https://www.atlantastudies.org/2019/03/26/allen-hyde-dont-forget-about-the-people-who-are-
already-here-teaching-urban-sociology-through-oral-histories-in-grove-park/ 

Student comments on these experiences:  

“I learned a lot about cities and the elements surrounding their establishment, but the best part was 
how it tied into our lives in the sense of this information being relatable to our lives. For example, we 
learned a lot about Atlanta and the West Side.” 

“The method of teaching was through class discussions which was a very efficient way of teaching and 
ensuring everyone was involved in class. It was also fun to go out into our neighborhood and do projects 
outside of just the classroom.” 

“I loved how we were applying our skills in a real life setting. Working with Grove Park makes the course 
seem more valuable than other courses that are strictly just working a curriculum.” 

SLS: Clarkston Voices and Jolly Avenue Project for HTS 2016 

https://serve-learn-sustain.gatech.edu/welcoming-spaces-voices-clarkston-youth 

"Being able to take part in a SLS Course was amazing! I loved being able to interview the youth of 
Clarkston and glance into their everyday lives and routines. I enjoyed listening to them rave about 
soccer and describe ideas of what they wanted to see incorporated in their community center. However, 
the main take away from these interviews was how many called Clarkston their home. I was quickly able 
to grasp how Clarkston is an open and accepting community and how refugees and immigrants (often) 
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feel understood and welcomed upon arrival. This experience was one of a kind, and I loved discovering 
how Clarkston, being just 20 minutes away from the GT campus, is home to many unique cultures and 
ethnicities." 

GENERAL COMMENTS ON TEACHING AND STRENGTHS:  

“(HTS 2016) His teaching style, resourcefulness, and availability to talk to students. He made me eager 
to learn more about the topics that were covered and it encouraged class discussions. I was always more 
of a STEM kid but this class really changed my perspective and curated a passion to take more HTS 
classes and hopefully go to law school sometime down the line. Easily my favorite professor at Tech!” 

“(HTS 2016) Professor Hyde has been very considerate with the unique format of this semester and I 
loved taking his class. He showed genuine concern for students wellbeing and was willing to adjust due 
dates to accommodate students, which I really appreciated. During class discussions, he always gave 
students a chance to speak and share their opinions. He also approached difficult topics in an unbiased 
way.” 

“(HTS 2016) encouraging discussion... makes you think about society on a deeper level. all of the 
discussions really made me realize America has some Hyde serious issues to fix. also really cares about 
the wellbeing of his students... a relief.” 

“(HTS 3008) You were so kind to all of your students. Totally understand why the class was remote and 
async. You are an amazing and thoughtful professor. Super unfortunate that my experience with this 
class was online. Looking forward to staying connected and hopefully chatting in person about class 
sometime in the future!” 

“(HTS 3008) dr. hyde is super nice and understanding, I never felt intimidated or looked down upon.. 
makes for a positive classroom experience especially Hyde when class involves so much discussion” 

“(HTS 3008) Dr. Hyde is a great lecturer and facilitates discussion really well. In discussions, he does a 
good job of making sure that everyone who wants to Hyde contribute feels heard, and takes what 
students say seriously” 

Publicity Related to Youth Education 
Summer 2021 YPAR Institute with SLS: 

https://hsoc.gatech.edu/news/item/650530/summer-ypar-institute-empowers-youth-create-change 

NSF Civic Innovation Challenge Grant: 

https://research.gatech.edu/interdisciplinary-team-awarded-1-million-nsf-grant-youth-advocacy-and-
disaster-resilience 

https://www.isye.gatech.edu/news/nsf-awards-georgia-tech-researchers-100k-civic-innovation-
challenge-grants 

Grants and Research Related to Youth Education  
Title of Project: “SCC-CIVIC-FA Track B: “Visualizing Resilience: Mapmaking as BIPOC Youth advocacy in 
response to intersecting disasters in Savannah, GA.” 
 Agency/Company: National Science Foundation; NSF CIVIC Innovation Challenge Call 
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Total Dollar Amount: $999,999 
Role: PI 
Collaborators: Yanni Loukissas (co-PI), Nisha Botchwey (Co-PI), Mildred McClain (Co-PI), Philip Omunga 
Period of Contract: 10/15/2021 – 10/15/2022 
Candidate’s Share: ~3% (or 3 months summer salary) 
 
Title of Project: “SCC-CIVIC-PG Track B: “Co-creating Data for Disaster Resilience with Historically 
Marginalized Communities in Savannah.” 
Agency/Company: National Science Foundation; NSF CIVIC Innovation Challenge Call 
Total Dollar Amount: $49,957 
Role: PI 
Collaborators: Yanni Loukissas (co-PI), Nisha Botchwey (Co-PI), Mildred McClain (Co-PI) 
Period of Contract: 1/1/2021 – 5/1/2021 
Candidate’s Share: ~4.5% (~$2,288 or quarter-month summer salary) 
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January 12, 2021
Allen Hyde
Rebecca A Watts Hull

How does one design a facility that feels welcoming to folks whose origins represent more than 100
different ethnic groups from around the world?

Clarkston, Georgia, just ten miles east of Georgia Tech, is sometimes referred to as the “most diverse
square mile in America” due to its large immigrant population, many of whom arrived in the U.S. as
refugees. Clarkston has received recognition in Georgia and across the country for setting model
practices and policies for creating a welcoming community. SLS partners with several community-
based organizations in the Clarkston area including Global Growers, which has worked with three SLS
student interns, and Friends of Refugees (FoR), which hosted a MLK, Jr. Day project with SLS at
Clarkston’s community center in 2017. That workday led to a collaboration between Georgia Tech
students and Clarkston’s Jolly Avenue Garden.

When FoR decided to build a new community center adjacent to the Jolly Avenue Garden, former
Executive director Brian Bollinger reached out to SLS and posed the question above: could Georgia Tech
students work with FoR and Clarkston community members to help ensure the facility would be as
welcoming as possible to the diverse community of Clarkston? FoR envisions the future Jolly Avenue
Development Center (JADC) as a welcoming space where residents can “safely share life together.”

Dr. Allen Hyde, Assistant Professor in the School of History and Sociology, has been working with
Clarkston youth for several years as a volunteer soccer coach with UPPER90. UPPER90 is a soccer
organization founded by Jorge Vallejo that helps immigrant youth and youth of color learn soccer and
life skills in the Westside of Atlanta and Atlanta’s suburbs in Dekalb and Gwinnett counties. Dr. Hyde
immediately recognized connections between the JADC, the challenges and opportunities of the
Clarkston community more broadly, and core concepts in the course he was preparing for fall semester-
-Social Issues and Public Policy (HTS 2016). This course centers on social issues associated with
American society, helping students explore how social policies shape issues of the economy,
environment, healthcare, transportation, finance, inequality (race, class, and gender), and politics.

In response to the FoR invitation through SLS, and drawing on his contacts with UPPER90, Prof. Hyde
developed a service-learning project for his students. The connections between the course and this
particular project came to light during UPPER90’s summer of 2020 COVID-19 response, when many of
the player’s families faced hardship due to job or income loss, as well as the after-effects of online
school in the spring. In the fall, UPPER90 helped to host a socially distanced online school support
program, as many of the students faced significant challenges due to unreliable internet, English as a
second language issues, and parents who often worked during school hours.

Georgia Tech students in Hyde’s class interviewed three groups of three youth (nine in total between
ages 10 to 17), all residents of Clarkston who immigrated to the U.S. While these interviews may not
have been representative of all youth in Clarkston (all young men, all soccer players), they do provide
insight into the specific wants and needs of this subset of youth. Because of the pandemic, student
teams completed all the interviews virtually, averaging 30-40 minutes per interview.

Welcoming Spaces: Voices of
Clarkston Youth
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Prior to
conducting the
interviews,
Hyde’s students
learned about
the Clarkston
community and
social policy
relating to
immigration
and refugees in
the U.S. One of
the key
concepts of the
course revolves
around “voice”
from economist
Albert O.
Hirschman’s
book Exit, Voice,
and Loyalty. In
brief, when
members of an
organization or
community

perceive significant problems, they can exit (withdraw from the situation), or they can voice (attempt to
repair or improve the situation through communication of the complaint, grievance or proposal for
change). Given that many residents of Clarkston have already had to leave their home countries at least
once in their life due to war, violence, or oppression, Clarkston has become their new home. While there
are many things that residents like about Clarkston (especially its welcoming nature), many have
concerns about the community (like the rising cost of housing and access to jobs). These concerns, and
residents’ wants and desires about Clarkston’s future, are often unheard or lack outlets for expression.
This is especially the case for youth, who are the future of the community but often have little to no
input on decisions and community planning that affects their lives and futures. Through the partnership
with SLS, FoR and UPPER90, Hyde’s students were able to collaborate with Clarkston youth to give
voice to their experiences, perspectives, and priorities—for the JADC and for Clarkston, more broadly.
Students learned how to conduct and transcribe interviews, and did supplementary research on
community center designs for the countries of origin of the youth that they interviewed.

Hyde’s student teams asked the Clarkston youth they interviewed a variety of questions designed to
provide the JADC designers a sense of their preferences and perspectives regarding building design.
These questions included: “When you think of your parents describing a building that is beautiful to
them, what might it look like? What would they say is a beautiful place?” In response to questions about
what makes a building, like a community center, seem welcoming, responses included art and flags
from their countries of origin, and places to play together. One said, “They (parents) would like   to see
art and flags and decorations on the buildings.”

It was clear that the youth interviewed highly value their participation in the soccer program. As one
player shared: “Yeah, so like if you don’t play soccer for a week, it feels different. Like the quarantine
thing, we hadn’t played soccer for 3 months; and we feel like we were lost, we couldn't do anything.
Soccer is just… we just can’t live without soccer, that’s how we feel.” Beyond soccer skills, they

Schatzberg, Eric 13 of 20



1/28/22, 4:24 PM Welcoming Spaces: Voices of Clarkston Youth | Serve Learn Sustain | Georgia Institute of Technology | Atlanta, GA

https://serve-learn-sustain.gatech.edu/welcoming-spaces-voices-clarkston-youth 3/3

expressed that soccer helped them develop important life skills and discipline, such as “respect and
other things. To learn how to get to know people.” As a result, access to better and open soccer fields
for practice and pick-up games emerged as a community priority, particularly because some spaces
may be unsafe due to broken glass and poor upkeep.

The youth were also invited to share ideas about programming for the new center. In addition to soccer
and swimming, they expressed interest in art, music, and STEM classes. Music and video production
were particularly appealing, and they can provide technical skills that can translate into jobs in the
future. One of the youths expressed his desire for classes on shop and car repair: “Basically like helping
people build things, new things. You might like working with wood. You could build things with that. And
also, car repairs.”

While the original purpose of the project was to provide a voice for Clarkston youth in the design of the
JADC, Hyde’s students also gained a broader perspective about what aspects of life in Clarkston have
felt welcoming—or not—to the youth they interviewed. For example, a number of the teens described
friendly and welcoming teachers, students, and community volunteers, but also said they had
experienced racism. In addition, they shared some things that could improve the lives of family
members, like expanded access to adult English as a Second Language (ESL) courses and support
groups for African women. Several of the youth also mentioned lack of good transportation options as a
barrier to participation in after-school activities. Given our increasingly digital society, as well as current
trends in online learning, safe and reliable access to Wi-Fi was also a major priority for them and is key
to their academic success and trajectory.

Katherine Mittleider, a GA Tech Computational Media major, described the impact of the course in the
following way: "Being able to take part in a SLS Course was amazing! I loved being able to interview the
youth of Clarkston and glance into their everyday lives and routines. I enjoyed listening to them rave
about soccer and describe ideas of what they wanted to see incorporated in their community center.
However, the main take away from these interviews was how many called Clarkston their home. I was
quickly able to grasp how Clarkston is an open and accepting community and how refugees and
immigrants (often) feel understood and welcomed upon arrival. This experience was one of a kind, and I
loved discovering how Clarkston, being just 20 minutes away from the GT campus, is home to many
unique cultures and ethnicities."

Allen Hyde is Assistant Professor in the School of History and Sociology at Georgia
Tech. Recently he won the George C. Griffin Faculty of the Year Award “for engaging with
issues that local Atlanta communities face and for the passion and care that he takes in
his teaching.” He has partnered over the last two years with the Grove Park
Foundation on an oral history project for which students have interviewed longtime
residents of nearby Grove Park about their attitudes toward development and the threat
of displacement.

 

Rebecca Watts Hull is a Service Learning and Partnerships Specialist
with SLS and has an adjunct appointment in the School of History and
Sociology. Her role with SLS includes facilitating course/community
partnerships such as the one described in this article.
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Members of the Awards Committee: 

For his third-year review, I served as the HSOC faculty observer of Dr. Hyde’s teaching. The 
class was Urban Sociology, a 3000-level course, that I taught before Dr. Hyde jointed the 
School, therefore, I was very familiar with the content.   

Dr. Hyde was well-prepared and organized. After welcoming the students, he briefly 
summarized the previous lecture and asked the students if they had questions or comments about 
the lecture or the class discussion. Students were very responsive and demonstrated a clear 
understanding of the previous class materials.  

Next, Dr. Hyde briefly outlined the objectives for the day’s lesson. He used a mixed media 
approach to deliver the foundational content. He begins by presenting a well-organized and 
superbly delivered PowerPoint presentation, that focused on some focused key research findings. 
To demonstrate the applications to the “real world”, Dr. Hyde showed a short video highlighting 
case studies of Atlanta and New York City. The case studies connected the concepts of 
urbanism, including diverse communities and their historical and contemporary social, cultural, 
and business attributes. After connecting the lecture to the video, a brief Q&A took place. Next, 
the students self-organized in small groups to discuss the material and its relationship to the 
objectives of the lesson. After approximately 15 minutes, Dr. Hyde called for an open discussion 
of the day’s activities. Each group was not only actively engaged but also had a strong mastery 
of learning objectives for the day and the previous lessons. This was very impressive, especially 
for a large class with students from various majors.  

In sum, Dr. Hyde is a highly effective teacher, and has a keen understanding of how students 
learn. Having participated in the National Academy of Sciences’ panel studies of how students 
learn, I found his preparation and delivery, particularly refreshing.  

Sincerely, 
Willie Pearson, Jr. 
Professor 
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Dear Dr. Schatzberg,

I am writing to you in support of Dr. Allen Hyde’s nomination for the CTL/BP Junior Faculty
Teaching Excellence Award. I first met Dr. Hyde when I was an undergraduate student in his
Urban Sociology course in the summer of 2018. I entered the course because I was interested
in urbanism and the course fulfilled a requirement for my Sustainable Cities minor. Though I did
not have a clear idea of what urban sociology entailed prior to taking his course, Dr. Hyde’s
class introduced me to the field and helped me gain understanding in how people and
communities are impacted by urban policy changes overtime. As a professor, Dr. Hyde made
sure that we not only learned the material, but came to understand how to relate and apply the
concepts we learned in the classroom to the surrounding Atlanta communities.
Though Dr. Hyde was relatively new to Atlanta at the time I was enrolled in his course, he
always tried to educate himself and stay up to date on local Atlanta areas and news. While I
have had many “know it all” professors during my time at Georgia Tech, Dr. Hyde differed in that
he taught his course from a place of always being willing to learn more. During class
discussions, he would invite students to share their experiences of living in the greater Atlanta
region, as it applied to the material being discussed in class, and if he was unfamiliar with a
location or history discussed, he would always come to the next lecture having read up on or
traveled to an area we discussed in the prior lecture. Dr. Hyde's approach to teaching us about
changes in Atlanta communities not only involved lectures and reading, but also directly
engaging with Atlanta community members. In his course students were given the opportunity to
interview Grove Park community members, or transcribe the interviews if that was more
accessible to a student.
While I had lived in Atlanta for sometime prior to taking this course, having the ability to
interview Grove Park community members provided me with a completely new understanding of
how a community can change so much over time. In hearing the stories of residents I was able
to learn first hand how gentrification and land use decisions have and continue to impact the
lives of residents in communities.
Dr. Hyde wanted his material to be understood in whatever form was most accessible to his
students. This was apparent in that he provided students with options of tasks to complete
assignments while in addition to having supplemental reading lists with each lecture, he also
provided our class with supplemental podcasts and videos. Additionally, Dr. Hyde always made
himself available if a student wanted to speak to him, even if his office hours were inconvenient,
he would find time if needed.
I appreciated Dr. Hyde's teaching method and course work so much that at the end of the
course I approached him about doing research with him. Together we applied the topics he
taught in his classroom to understanding the ownership rates of housing by race and latinx
status in the greater Atlanta region. We did so through analyzing data from the American
Community Survey and U.S. Census. Being that I had little to no background in quantitative
social science analysis, Dr. Hyde provided me with materials to learn Stata, a statistical analysis
tool, and worked with me to gain my knowledge of the tool. As my research lead, Dr. Hyde
wanted me to experience not only the task of researching, but also presenting my findings. As
such, Dr. Hyde found a conference for us to present at, had me help in the submission of our
research to the conference, and upon admittance, we presented our findings together. While Dr.
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Hyde did not need to present at this conference, he chose to do so so that I could gain the
experience of presenting and answering audience questions.
In addition to discussing our research, Dr. Hyde was always supportive and open to discussing
my future career and academic paths with me. Being that I was a student at the intersection of
engineering and social sciences, I greatly struggled in deciding what path I wanted to take post
graduation. While I decided to pursue a job in engineering immediately upon my graduation, I
still maintained a relationship with Dr. Hyde where he kept me updated on the trajectory of the
research we worked on together, and upon me deciding that I did want to pursue graduate
school this past year, Dr. Hyde was extremely supportive of my decision and helped provide me
guidance though I had graduated years prior. Overall, I believe that Dr. Hyde is deserving of the
CTL/BP Junior Faculty Teaching Excellence Award because his course and mentorship were
integral to my academic growth both during and after college, and that his approach to teaching
has been more innovative than any other professor I learned from during my undergraduate
career at Georgia Tech.

Sincerely,

Ariella Ventura
GT class of Fall 2019
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Dear Dr. Eric Schatzberg,  

I am writing this letter to kindly indicate my utmost support and share the reasons to why Dr. 

Allen Hyde most deserves to hold the CTL/BP Junior Faculty Teaching Excellence Award. 

In my experience as a student over last 22 years of my life, I have learnt that the leading traits that 

make the best teachers are not smarts or vast amounts of experience (although Dr. Hyde 

exemplifies both these traits). Rather, it is the ability to deeply connect with the student, to place 

oneself in the shoes of the student, and to convey complex matter through an ultimately simplified 

medium. These skills are the epitome of Dr. Hyde and are what made him the teacher to have the 

longest lasting impact on me. 

Our experiences together have ranged from performing mind-altering research to being engulfed 

in personal fireside chats. To start with, our research experience has lasted over the better half of 

two years. Our goal was to investigate the relationship between immigrant status, income, race, 

and education in the Metro-Atlanta Region. My responsibility was to convert the raw data into 

easy-to-interpret geographic visuals. However, despite errors and inconsistencies on my part, Dr. 

Hyde repeatedly took out hours of his personal time to explain to me the idiosyncrasies of my 

approach to a problem. He would then take me under his wing to shape a new, more developed 

perspective on approaching the same issue. Throughout our time together we went through the 

same journey for various topics. Each time I would gain an understanding of a topic that I wish I 

had obtained from my regular classes. 

My relationship with Dr. Hyde, in fact, began with a deeply personal fireside chat. I approached 

him with a formal proposition to participate in research as his mentee. Although we talked about 

my interests and how I can contribute to the field in length, what captivated me and stayed with 

me till date was his involvement in the community. At the time, Dr. Hyde was working to develop 

the Jolly Avenue Development Center (JADC). I found his ability to bridge the gap between 

academics and reality incredibly fascinating. He shared how his class was conducting research at 

Clarkston to help shape the JADC. His passion for the project showed me that he truly had a love 

for students and sociology.  

The vast amounts of time and number of experiences I have had with Dr. Hyde has indubitably 

highlighted his passion for research and teaching, love for and impact on students (his and others 

alike), and unique approach to teaching. Considering these traits of Dr. Hyde, I would like kindly 

request yourself and any respective members to provide him with the utmost consideration for 

the CTL/BP Junior Faculty Teaching Excellence Award. 

 

Thank you and Best Regards,  

Saatvik Suryajit Korisepati 
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February 2, 2022 

 

Dear Dr. Schatzberg, 

I had the pleasure of learning from Professor Hyde not only in Fall 2020 with his “Social Issues and Public 
Policy” class, but also currently as a student in his “Class, Power, and Inequality” course. Professor Hyde 
showed enthusiasm about the curriculum from day one. He recognizes the importance of these 
relevant, but also sometimes uncomfortable, topics and presents ideas in a way that encourages 
reflective and inclusive discussion. 

The first time I took one of Professor Hyde’s classes was during the first semester of all virtual learning 
due to Covid-19. He did a fantastic job adapting to the online format and was understanding of students’ 
situations. Not only was he a constant support to his students, but he also ensured that the lectures and 
discussions were relevant to real-world current events. He unraveled the complexity of the Black Lives 
Matter Movement, shed light on voter suppression, highlighted the flaws within our country’s 
healthcare system, and much more. 

However, not only did Professor Hyde expand his student’s knowledge through assigned readings and 
class discussions, but he also empowered them by having opportunities to relate the coursework to the 
real world. Hyde is heavily involved with the Clarkston community and decided to lace together two of 
his passions – teaching and serving. Clarkston is known as the Most Diverse Square Mile in America and 
is home to thousands of immigrants and refugees. For the Serve, Learn, and Sustain portion of his class, 
Hyde organized the opportunity for his students to interview Clarkston youth in which the gathered 
responses would be utilized when designing and constructing a local community center. Hyde recognizes 
the importance of voice in policy and local decision-making and wanted his students to experience this 
first-hand. To me, this was an amazing addition to the course and opened my eyes to the diverse culture 
and welcoming nature of the Clarkston community. 

After completion of his Social Issues and Public Policy course, I had developed a deeper understanding 
of our flawed society, an appreciation for those strong enough to stand up for social change, and overall 
increased knowledge of our country’s policy and varying social issues. Personally, I was not a fan of the 
news or politics and instead preferred to live in my own ignorant bubble. However, Professor Hyde 
changed that. With his evident passion and brimming intelligence, Hyde successfully changed my 
perspective and has made me want to stay current and aware of social events and movements. 

I am so excited to be taking another class of his this Spring semester. We have already covered so much, 
and I continue to enjoy every lecture and every discussion. His classroom perseveres as a place for 
reflection and digging into the hard questions, where his students can freely express their opinions 
without judgment. Professor Hyde continues to go over and above his teaching duties, and I look 
forward to his lectures every week. He has earned my unreserved recommendation, and I am confident 
that he will continue to not only positively impact his students, but also his community. 

Sincerely, 

Katherine Mittleider 

Kmittleider3@gatech.edu 
678-464-4605 
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Feb. 2, 2022 
Yihua Xu, 4th Year Undergraduate Student 
Double Major in History, Technology, Society and Mathematics, Georgia Institute of Technology  

Dear CTL/BP Junior Faculty Teaching Excellence Award Committee Members, 
 It is a huge pleasure to write this letter in support of Dr. Allen Hyde’s nomination for a 
CTL/BP Junior Faculty Teaching Excellence Award. I am an undergraduate student who has been 
learning and working with Dr. Hyde since Fall 2019. I have taken various courses with Dr. Hyde 
including HTS 8803(Quantitative Methods in Social Research - Fall 2019), HTS 2016 (Social 
Issues & Public Policy - Fall 2020), HTS 4699 (Undergraduate Research - Spring 2021), HTS 
4814 (Equity & Community Engagement - Fall 2021), and HTS 3008 (Class, Power & Inequality 
- In Progress). Dr. Hyde has maintained a very high level of commitment, professionalism, and a 
wide range of knowledge in all of those courses that I have participated. Classroom discussions 
led by Dr. Hyde has always been dynamic and engaging so that I can really learn from different 
voices. Dr. Hyde also shares a lot of different perspectives, oftentimes including conflicting 
viewpoints that allow students think critically. Dr. Hyde has also been very caring to his students 
including making himself very accessible outside class (extra office hours, email 
correspondence, and even offering a ride for a class field trip), providing flexibility for 
assignments especially when COVID-19 hits and impacts individual students, posting 
extracurricular activities that might be of students’ interest. Together with numerous classmates, 
we all agree that we have huge amount of invaluable takeaways from Dr. Hyde’s class.  
 Dr. Hyde in particular distinguishes himself in the following areas: 1) Encouraging 
students to pursue research beyond class and leading by example. My first-ever research was 
originally a modest class project, but Dr. Hyde saw potential from my essay and expressed high 
optimism that it may move beyond to a journal paper. Currently we are making final touches to 
this artifact and hopefully it would turn out in a journal soon. What Dr. Hyde did was not an 
exception for me, but more importantly, Dr. Hyde constantly motivates many students to work on 
project outside class so that students are benefited in return. 2) Dr. Hyde makes huge effort on 
presenting knowledge creatively and effectively. I have the honor to participate various 
experimental, but very successful classes that Dr. Hyde prepared. Extra efforts include: field trip 
to the most diverse square-mile — Clarkston, video chat with foreign-born immigrant kids to 
acknowledge first-hand information, interview with sustainability organizations to make 
additional clarifications. Those uncommon practices proved to be more memorizable and 
effective for learning and I gained numerous hands-on knowledge from those experience. 3) Dr. 
Hyde is a life changer for me personally. After working with Dr. Hyde on quantitative 
methodology in social science, I picked up my mind to pursue a Ph.D. degree on math with 
potential specialization in looking at social science problems quantitatively. As of now, I have 
already been admitted to Tufts and Georgia Tech’s related Ph.D. Program. Thank you, Dr. Hyde!  
 As an award that rewards high-quality teaching and mentoring, I cannot think of any 
person who better satisfies and goes beyond the standards than Dr. Allen Hyde, and I would like 
to nominate Dr. Hyde with my utmost unwavering enthusiasm. 
 Sincerely, 

Schatzberg, Eric 20 of 20


