
LCC 2200D: Introduction to Gender Studies 
 
Prof. Lisa Yaszek        Email: lisa.yaszek@lcc.gatech.edu 
Office/Phone: 306 Skiles; 404.894.1022     Office Hours: TTh 12-1 & by appt. 
     
Course Description and Goals: This course will introduce you to gender studies, an field of inquiry that 
combines the analytic techniques of different disciplines (such as literature, history, psychology, economics, 
etc.) to help us better understand how we think about sex and gender relations at specific moments in history. 
This semester we will focus specifically on “cultural studies of political and literary feminisms.” We will begin 
this course by discussing the rise of democratic ideals in the late eighteenth century and their impact on 
dominant cultural understandings of gender relations and identities at that point in time. We will then 
consider how subsequent generations of activists have invoked these ideals to make sense of the gender 
inequities marking their own historical moments and to imagine how interested parties might replace them 
with new, more egalitarian social and sexual relations.  
 
Of course, this kind of future-oriented, politically progressive thinking is not limited to the realm of cultural 
criticism or political theory. In this class we will also examine how authors and filmmakers use speculative 
literary forms (including gothic fiction, utopian writing, and science fiction) to covey their ideas about sex and 
gender relations to a wide range of audiences. By analyzing a combination of theoretical, historical, and 
literary texts in each unit of this class, we will answer the following questions: What is (or are) gender studies? 
What debates over gendered and sexual identity emerge at specific cultural moments, and why? What 
aesthetic forms are most closely associated with these political debates, and how do they enable our thinking 
about sex and gender? 
 
Required Texts at Engineer’s Bookstore 
• Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Herland • Betty Friedan, The Feminine Mystique 
• Jennifer Baumgardner and Amy Richards, Manifesta: 

Young Women, Feminism, and the Future 
• Paul di Filippo, A Mouthful of Tongues: Her 

Totipotent Tropicanalia 
 
Required Readings on Electronic Reserve <http://www.library.gatech.edu> 
As you will see when you look at our class schedule, many of our required readings are short stories, essays, 
and handouts that I have posted on electronic reserve at the Georgia Tech library. I have posted these texts 
online so you do not have to pay for a coursepack. This means that you are responsible for downloading, 
reading, and bringing these texts to class on the days we are scheduled to discuss them. If you do not bring 
them to class with you, I reserve the right to mark you absent for that day. To get to reserve readings, go to the 
URL listed above. Click “course reserves” and then “online reserves”; the rest is self-explanatory. 
 
Required Postings and Supplemental Course Materials on WebX <http://webx.lcc.gatech.edu> 
WebX is an online course tool that LCC professors and students use to supplement the real-time classroom. I 
will post class syllabi and all writing assignments to WebX. Over the course of the semester you will help me 
build a research resource archive for this class by completing several short online research assignments and 
then posting your results to the appropriate WebX folder for our class. 
 
To get to WebX, go to the URL listed above. At that point you will get a pop-up that invites you to log on to 
the main page. If you have used WebX in other classes, you can enter the name and password that you used 
for that previous class to log on. If you have not used WebX before, leave the name and password fields blank 
and just click the “enter” button. At that point you will get to the main WebX page, where you can then create 
a user name and password. (Please use the name you go by in class.) Once you have logged in successfully, 
you will be directed to a page with folders for all the LCC professors who use WebX. Click on the “Prof. 
Yaszek” folder, and then the “LCC 2200: Spring 2005” folder; the rest is self-explanatory.  
 
Assignments and Grading: You will take two in-class, non-cumulative exams in this class and write one 6-8 
page essay. You will also complete five short online research assignments and post them to WebX; these 
assignments will prepare you to write your final paper. All assignment instructions will be posted on WebX 
and handed out to you in class at the appropriate times in the semester. You will have ample opportunity to 
discuss all assignments with me and with your peers before they are due; thus, ALL GRADES FOR THIS 
COURSE ARE FINAL—I will not listen to any arguments that your grade should be improved. Additionally, 
failure to complete any major component of the course will result in failure of the course as a whole. If you are 



having difficulties meeting class requirements, talk to me immediately—again, I will not listen to arguments 
after the fact. The following are the percentages for each assignment: 
   
• Exam 1     20%   
• Exam 2    20%  
• Final Paper   30%    
• Online research assignments 20%   
• Participation   10%   
 
General Participation: All students begin with an “A” for participation. You will keep that “A” as long as you:  
• Do all your readings and assignments 
• Bring all readings to class and actively use them during our lectures and class discussions 
• Actively participate in all in-class writing assignments 
• Actively listen to and participate in class discussions  
 
Your participation grade will be negatively affected by any forms of behavior that disrupt the classroom 
experience, including: 
• Failure to do the readings 
• Failure to be courteous to others when talking in class  
• Failure to come to class on time 
• Disrupting class in nonverbal ways (checking your cell phone, doing homework, or sleeping) 
 
I don’t really expect us to experience chronic participation problems but that if they do arise, I reserve to the 
right to institute pop quizzes and similarly annoying tasks. 
 
Attendance Policy: I will allow you four absences to do with as you please this semester, but you need to use 
them wisely: beginning with your fifth unexcused absence, your overall final grade will be lowered by 50 
points for each absence. For example, a 920 (A) would become an 870 (B) if you were absent five times. If you 
miss six or more classes, I reserve the right to fail you in the course as a whole. I do not distinguish between 
excused and unexcused absences so if you miss class, do not explain why you are absent—it will not make a 
difference. If you are late for class, it is your responsibility to make sure that I don’t record you as absent. If 
you miss a class for any reason, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed before the next class. 
 
Students with Disabilities should self-report to the Access Disabled Assistance Program for Tech Students 
(ADAPTS) through any of the following channels: 
ADAPTS 
220 Student Services Building 
Atlanta, GA 30332-0285 
404.894.2564 (voice)/404.894.1664 (voice/TDD) 
http://www.adapts.gatech.edu/guidebook.html  
 
Scholastic Dishonesty and Academic Misconduct: All of the writing you submit for this course must be your 
own. If I suspect you of plagiarizing all or part of a project, I will submit your name and the particular project 
to the Dean of Students, who will then take the appropriate disciplinary action. The Georgia Tech honor code 
(available online at http://www.honor.gatech.edu) defines academic misconduct as: 
• Possessing, using, or exchanging improperly acquired written or verbal information in the preparation of 

any essay, laboratory report, examination, or other assignment included in an academic course;  
• Substitution for, or unauthorized collaboration with, a student in the commission of academic 

requirements; 
• False claims of performance or work that has been submitted by the claimant; 
• Alteration or insertion of any academic grade or rating so as to obtain unearned academic credit; 
• Deliberate falsification of a written or verbal statement of fact to a member of the faculty so as to obtain 

unearned academic credit; 
• Forgery, alteration, or misuse of any institute document relating to the academic status of a student. 
 



Miscellaneous: Ultimately this is your class, so if you have any suggestions for readings, films, or activities 
that you think might supplement our studies—or if you have any ideas about how to better organize our 
existing time and activities—please feel free to share them with me. Every semester I try to shape the course 
schedule in accordance with the needs of that particular class, so I really do value your input. 



  
LCC 2200: Introduction to Gender Studies 

Spring 2005 
 
T 1/11 Review syllabus, introductions 
Th 1/13 Discuss Mary Wollstonecraft, “Vindication of the Rights of Women” (electronic 

reserve) 
   
T 1/18 Finish Wollstonecraft.  
Th 1/20 WebX 1 due at noon (Note that all WebX assignments are posted in the 

appropriate WebX folder for our class.) Discuss Nathaniel Hawthorne, “The 
Birthmark” (electronic reserve) 

   
T 1/25 Discuss Elizabeth Cady Stanton, “Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions”; 

Susan B. Anthony, “Speech after Being Convicted of Voting in the 1872 
Presidential Election”; Sojourner Truth, “Ain’t I a Woman?” (all on electronic 
reserve) 

Th 1/27 Finish discussing Stanton, Anthony, and Truth 
   
T 2/01 Discuss Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Herland 
Th 2/03 WebX 2 due at noon. Finish Gilman, discuss WebX 2 research results. 
   
T 2/08 Exam prep day 
Th 2/10 In-class exam #1 
   
T 2/15 Discuss Betty Friedan, The Feminine Mystique (preface, chs. 1-5, 8, epilogue) 
Th 2/17 Finish Friedan. 
   
T 2/22 WebX 3 due at noon. Discuss Judith Merril, “That Only a Mother” (electronic 

reserve)  
Th 2/24 Gloria Steinem, “I Was a Playboy Bunny”; Shulamith Firestone, “The Dialectic of 

Sex”; Mary Daly, “Gyn-Ecology”(all on electronic reserve) 
   
T 3/01 Finish Steinem, Firestone, and Daly 
Th 3/03 Discuss Joanna Russ, “When It Changed”; James Tiptree, Jr. “The Women Men 

Don’t See”(both on electronic reserve) 
   
T 3/08 WebX 4 due at noon today. Discuss “The Final Paper Assignment” (electronic 

reserve); brainstorm paper topics. 
Th 3/10 Discuss Jennifer Baumgardner and Amy Richards, Manifesta: Young Women, 

Feminism, and the Future 
   
T 3/15 Finish Baumgardner and Richards 
Th 3/17 In-class screening: Buffy the Vampire Slayer (episode TBA) 
   
T 3/22 No class: spring break 
Th 3/24 No class: spring break 
   
T 3/29 Discuss Paul di Filippo, A Mouthful of Tongues 
Th 3/31 Monstrous Bodies Symposium: events TBA 
   
T 4/05 Finish di Filippo, discuss in terms of MB Symposium 



Th 4/07 Exam prep day 
   
T 4/12 In-class exam #2 
Th 4/14 WebX 5 due by noon today. In-class screening: film TBA 
   
T 4/19 In-class screening: film TBA 
Th 4/21 In-class screening: film TBA  
   
T 4/26 No class: independent meetings with professor from 12-5 pm 
Th 4/28 No class: independent meetings with professor from 12-5 pm 
   
T 5/03 Final papers due to me by email at 5 pm today.  
 
 
 


